PACE Universal, in association with the Rotary Club of Calcutta Metropolitan
Trust, are again offering US high school students a humanitarian services
opportunity to travel to…

The students will have a unique opportunity to travel to Kolkata to learn
about the history of an ancient culture and help others less fortunate. By
helping the students of the Piyali Learning Center (PLC), coupled with
your experience of seeing the sights and sounds of India will change you
forever…
The US students will have the opportunity to work directly with the PLC
Interact Club members on hands-on projects to improve their village, they
will visit the PLC students’ homes and they will witness the graciousness of
people who have nothing!
The US students will be the opportunity to learn, first-hand, the effects of
extreme poverty on human lives, particularly children!
The US students will have the opportunity to serve as the ambassadors of
their own culture in a foreign land!
And the US students will return having a broader understanding of the
needs of many around the planet and they will return enriched as a human
being!
If interested, please contact PACE Universal
contact@paceuniversal.org
For additional information see Addendum #1

Addendum #1

District 5240
Annual Humanitarian Student Trip
BACKGROUND:
It is estimated that approximately 3.3 billion people, earning less than $2/day, live
on extreme poverty in the world today. That is almost 50% of the world
population. Currently, substantial consensus exists among global governmental
organization that this level of poverty is the underlying cause of much of the
world’s problems. The problem has been magnified by many years of
governmental non-action and downright negligence and/or corruption in too
many countries of the world, creating a planet not safe for inheritance by our
children. It is within this framework of global situation and feeling the urgency of
helping our youth to understand poverty and the need for its eradication, that a
District 5240 humanitarian student trip is being planned.

PLAN:
The trip is held on an annual basis and involves US high school students’ travel to
India and visit a Rotary and PACE Universal sponsored school, the Piyali Learning
Center, in the village of Piyali Junction, located 35 km from the city of Kolkata. The
trip will allow our relatively affluent students to learn first-hand the facts about
abject poverty and help them to meet and interact with people and children living
in such conditions.
The ultimate goal of a trip, such as this, is to showcase Rotary and its ideals, to
help the youth of different countries and culture understand the needs of many
who are less fortunate, to help the youth develop their own ideas about how to lift
the world out of poverty and finally, to sow the seed to create future Rotarians
who will carry the forth torch through the next generation – thus creating a safer
world for themselves and their fellow human beings.

BASIC RULES AND GUIDELINES:
• Ideally students should be sophomores or juniors in high school
• Other students may be considered for the trip, but they would be
considered on a case-by-case basis.
• Students must read “The City of Joy” by Dominique Lapierre and write
an essay to be judged by a panel of Rotarians selected by the sponsoring
club. The selection process will also include interviews, to learn of their
community activities, maturity and general suitability to represent Rotary.
• Interact Club members should have priority
• Additional details will be provided as clubs are able to make a
commitment.

COST:
It is estimated that the cost of the two-week trip will be about $3500/person which
will include airfare, food and lodging (same sex students sharing rooms). This per
student amount also includes partial funding for two chaperons. Another
$500/person should be planned for such items as passports, trip insurance,
medical insurance, gifts for hosts, and other items of personal nature. It is
suggested that the student be responsible for the latter part of the cost, as
appropriate, with their ability to pay. Clubs may choose to subsidize this expense
based on merit and financial hardship.

